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Welcome to Mark HUD Launches new
Linton, the new Director | Economic Recove
of CFBCI
at HUD.

Message from the
Director:

website! (see p

Greetings!

| wanted to introduce myself and convey to you just how honored
and grateful | am to have the opportunity to work with HUD's
partners and stakeholders around the country. So many

organizations, faith-based and secular, partner with HUD to help empower and meet the needs of
millions of low-income Americans around the country. Whether you’re running a shelter or a
community development corporation (CDC) or hosting financial literacy clinics for your congregation,
we know that the work you do every day makes a difference. As important, your work on the
frontlines can help inform HUD’s mission and provide valuable feedback on what’s working well and
what we can do to build on our successes.

Just a few words on my background: | used to work for President Obama in his Senate office as one of
his Legislative Aides, where | covered a range of social policy issues that included a focus on some of
HUD’s voucher programs. Before that | worked at a large faith-based non-profit, Catholic Relief
Services, focused on issues of international poverty. |am finding that my previous experiences in
government, policy and the non-profit world come in handy around here — although I'm still learning
some of HUD’s many acronyms!

In the few short weeks I've been here, our Center has already organized a very productive “Unlocking
Doors” forum in Richmond, VA to help address affordable housing issues; we’ve welcomed thousands
of groups to an online briefing by Secretary Donovan on the FY 2010 agency budget; and we’ve
reached out to HUD stakeholders like you to provide information about the agency’s important role in
implementing the Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ERRA).


http://www.hud.gov/offices/fbci
http://www.hud.gov/recovery

So what lies ahead? | —along with our dedicated staff here — will be hitting the road this summer and |
look forward to meeting many of you. The next few months will be busy: forums, listening sessions,
conference calls, grant trainings, and more. But in all of this, the most important thing we can do is
connect with you: to learn more about your work and receive your advice and input on how we can
best partner to meet the needs of communities that are struggling in these difficult times.

I look forward to meeting, and please always feel welcome to reach out to me and our team here at
the Center for Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at HUD.

Sincerely,

Mark Linton
Director

News Unlocking Doors Initiative Richmond
Working Group meets

Center Director Mark A. Linton, Special
Assistant Kevin R. Harris and Program Advisor
David Carradini traveled to Richmond, VA on
March 28, 2009, where they co-hosted with
the Richmond Field Office the first UDI
Richmond Working Group Meeting.
Participants included Anne Davis, HUD FPM
Faith-Based and Community Liaison; Julie
Stanley, Office of the Governor Community
Integration for People With Disabilities; Kelly
King Horne, Director, Homeward VA
(prevention and ending of homelessness); Jon
Barton, General Minister, VA Council of
Churches; John Logan, City of Richmond Senior
Planner; Jane Brown, VA Dept of Social

Services, Office of Community Programs.

Acting Field Office Director Toni Schmiegelow

welcomed the Working Group and

underscored HUD’s commitment to fostering innovative solutions to matters of import for local
communities. She warmly welcomed the Center and the local participants, most of whom she knew.

The three-hour long meeting was characterized by open discussion as to the challenges around
affordable housing and human services facing several populations in the greater Richmond area. Re-
entering prisoners, including those with disabilities, face particularly high barriers in finding the



housing that is critical for their stable participation in the communities to which they return. People
experiencing homelessness likewise face high barriers, as do the aging and long-term disabled.
Refugee populations face, in addition to the high barriers others face, barriers of language and culture,
and so can require special assistance.

After identifying some initial challenges, the Working Group has since held another conference call to
go into greater depth and begin to identify potential solutions to addressing some of the challenges
and barriers. The Group intends to look for opportunities to connect with an even wider range of local
partners in the non-profit (faith-based and secular) and government sector in the Richmond area,
which have a stake in identifying potential solutions. Another follow-up meeting before the end of
May is planned.

NEW —to CFBCI, Headquarters

Kevin Harris

Kevin Harris currently serves as a special assistant with the Center for Faith
Based and Community Initiatives headquarters in Washington DC. Kevin
was raised in Birmingham Alabama but relocated to Washington DC to
attend college at Howard University. At Howard, Kevin was a journalism
major focusing on politics as well as domestic and national security policy.
He also spent two years as an intern for former Senator Hillary Rodham
Clinton. After graduating in 2006, Kevin worked in media relations for two
Washington DC consulting firms and served as a campaign advisor to
several candidates seeking elected office at the state and local level. In

March 2007, Kevin joined the Obama for America campaign as a field
organizer and African-American Vote Coordinator in Davenport lowa, the largest city in one of the
most critical regions of the state.

During an almost two year stint on the campaign trail, Kevin worked in 9 states in various capacities as
field and political staff, ultimately serving as Director of Faith and African-American Vote for lowa in
the General Election. Following President Obama’s win, Kevin returned to Washington DC to work on
the 2009 Presidential Inaugural Committee where he assisted the Director of Volunteer Programs with
logistical planning for the over 20,000 volunteers who played an integral role on Inauguration Day.
Kevin is a proud graduate of Yes We Can, a political management training program chaired by then-
Senator Barack Obama. He currently serves as a 2009 Truman Partner with the Truman National
Security Project in Washington DC.



HUD

Recovery Story

Recovery Made Possible:  Transforming Lives, Housing and Communities

Jericho R oad Episcopal Housing Initiatives

I'n Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.o6s 1
told us AA true revolution of wval
fairness and justice of many of our past and present policies. On the one
hand we are called to play the Good Samaritan on life's roadside, but that
will be only an initial act. One day we must come to see that the whole
Jericho Road must be transformed so that men and women will not be
constantly beaten and robbed as they make their journey on life's
highway. True compassion is more than flinging a coin to a beggar. It
comes to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs
restructuring. o

Jericho Road Episcopal Housing Initiative takes its name from this speech,
with the goal of he althy, safe, desirable and affordable homes
transforming lives and families. From healthy homes and healthy
communities come healthy families.

Marking its third anniversary in March 2009, Jericho Road is proud to say
that they have been very productive. Jericho Road is currently building
their 20th home. They have sold 15 homes to low income working
families. Currently, they have acquired over 40 additional blighted or
vacant properties and have plans to put these properties back into
commerce.

One of these families is Edmund and Sheila Aubert, who were victims of Hurricane Katina. They lost their home due to flooding
in New Orleans and were awarded HUD Road Home funding in which they used to purchase their new home through Jericho
Road. Nicole North is a another first time homeowner thanks to Jericho Road Housing Initiative. She is a single mother, who is
working while going to school.

These are just some of their quantifiable stats. There is much more work being done to assist in bringing a vibr ant, empowered
community mindset back to Central City. Having recently hired a neighborhood coordinator who has had 10 years experience with
street ministries, Jericho Road is linking residents so that the power and direction of the redevelopment will be d irected by
resident leaders.

With regard to HUD funding, Jericho Road was been awarded two HOME awards from the City of New Orleans 2007 second
round SUPERNOFA funding.These contracts were just recently signed by the city and will total $560,000 toward t he
development of 14 high quality single family homes to be built on Martin Luther King Blvd. This money has attracted discussio n
with other multi faith based foundations for PRI funding as well as straight grants i as well as non faith based dollars. These 14
lots are clustered together and are near a vibrant church (whose pastor is on our board of directors), a police and fire stat ion and
a few minute walk to major transportation. Alsoi these lots are next to the future site of the Louisiana Civil Right Museum. The
total cost of this development is estimated to be over $2,500,000!



HUD Briefs

HUD is tapping into the current and updated media market

Linda Ayala is featured on You Tube ...
111 onapril 2" Linda Ayala, Project Manager in the Center for Faith Based and Community Initiatives made her debut on
You Tube! See the link below. This presentation is one of many under production by HUD that focuses on current housing
issues and provides additional information to families and communities:

YouTube - Distressed Homeowners Seek Counseling Help

HUD LAUNCHES NEW ECONOMIC
RECOVERY WEBSITE:
www.hud.gov/recovery

HUD recently launched a new Economic Recovery website to assist HUD partners in learning more about opportunities to work
with the agency in its implementation of the Economic Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ERRA). The website details areas of
investment, funding opportunities for partners, and regular reporting to ensure transparency and accountability over the
$13.61 billion in recovery funds that HUD is administering.

Check out the site for regular updates and reports!


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JlkbaOvzzTA
http://www.hud.gov/recovery

